[bookmark: _GoBack]Grade 6, 7, 8 Make-Up 
Sunday, October 1/Monday October 2

Please submit thoughtful answers to the numbered items below in an email to
 rburbrink@saint-max.org within 2 weeks of the missed class.

Time with the Gospel
We are all sensitive about acceptance and rejection. In this Gospel, Jesus tells a parable that illustrates how we often reject God's giving himself to us.
1. Think of a time when you were rejected. Write about it briefly, describing the experience and how you felt about it. 
Rejection is a very difficult experience that can take time to overcome. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells the chief priests and elders a story about a man who experiences very harsh rejection. Read Matthew 21:33-43.
2. Summarize the story.
3. To whom can we compare the landowner, the messengers, the son, and the tenants? 
Jesus' story reminds the chief priests and elders that God's own people have repeatedly rejected God's love, yet God continues to reach out to them. He even sent his own Son, Jesus. 
4.  Remember how you felt when you were rejected? What does it say about God that, even though his love has been rejected so many times, he continues to reach out to us? 
Beyond the Gospel
What’s Hardest About Being A Teen Today?
Many of the challenging things about being a teen today have something to do with peer pressure.  Peer pressure can be extremely powerful and hard to resist-but not impossible.  
5. What’s hardest about being responsible for you?
6. Who or what helps you deal with the pressures you feel?
7. How can you help your friends and peers deal with the pressures they may feel?
Living the Gospel…check the five statements that you think best identify Catholics.
____Gathering with the Catholic community to celebrate Mass each Sunday.
____Not eating meat on Fridays during Lent starting at age 14.
____Celebrating the Incarnation, God becoming human, one of us, in Jesus at Christmas.
____Knowing and praying the prayer Jesus taught, the Lord’s Prayer.
____Being anointed and sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.
____Being baptized with water in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
____Being a member of the Body of Christ.
____Sharing what one has with those in need.
____Seeing God’s presence in all of creation.
____Receiving the Body and Blood of Christ at Mass.
____Following the teachings of the pope and bishops.
____Making the Sign of the Cross at the beginning and end of prayers.
____Celebrating the mystery of Jesus’ Death and Resurrection at Easter.
